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Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow provides a compelling analysis of the forces 
and choices that have shaped the trend toward the resegregation of public 
schools. By assembling a wide range of contributors—historians, sociologists, 
economists, and education scholars—the editors provide a comprehensive view 
of a community’s experience with desegregation and economic development. 
Here we see resegregation through the lens of Charlotte, North Carolina, once a 
national model of successful desegregation, and home of the landmark Swann 
desegregation case, which gave rise to school busing.

This book recounts the last forty years of Charlotte’s desegregation and reseg-
regation, putting education reform in a political and economic context. Within a 
decade of the Swann case, the district had developed one of the nation’s most 
successful desegregation plans, measured by racial balance and improved aca-
demic outcomes for both black and white students. However, beginning in the 
1990s, this plan was gradually dismantled. Today, the level of resegregation in 
Charlotte has almost returned to what it was prior to 1971. At the core of Char-
lotte’s story is the relationship between social structure and human agency, with 
an emphasis on how yesterday’s decisions and actions define today’s choices.

Roslyn Arlin Mickelson is a professor of sociology and public policy at the 
University of North Carolina at Charlotte. Stephen Samuel Smith is a professor 
of political science at Winthrop University. Amy Hawn Nelson is the director of 
research for the UNC Charlotte Urban Institute and the director of the Institute 
for Social Capital, Inc.
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“Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow paints a vivid portrait of the changing 
realities and daunting challenges facing school districts sixty years after 
Brown v. Board of Education. This careful analysis of the barriers to 
opportunity and limits on mobility within Charlotte-Mecklenburg points 
toward larger structural forces that must be confronted if we are to fulfill 
Brown’s promise of equality.”
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